
Dear SS..OO..MM Family, 

     

      I don't even know how to begin to convey to you just what this trip to West Africa has 

meant to us personally and as a ministry. Yes, we did have our "adventures" along the way , 

but in reality we expect a few twist and turns as the evil one always roams about seeking to 

devour, discourage, and detour the plans we have to serve our Lord and further His Gospel. 

      

     We started our journey in Ivory Coast where we were met at the airport by our dear 

Jacques! Just to be greeted by his smiling face is enough to wipe out all those hours of 

airplane travel and the discomfort it brings. We spent the night in Abidjan and the next 

morning boarded a mini-van loaded down with Africans and their personal supplies for the 

probably the next month or two. I would love to be able to stop here and tell you that after 

boarding the vehicle we settled in for a nice 4 hour (un-interrupted) ride to the village of 

Golikro, however that is by far NOT what transpired on our first day. Let me just say that at 

7:08 PM we finally arrived in the village. We were met by a host of nationals who cheered 

our arrival, had bottles of water and dinner (fried fish and potatoes) waiting for us. We 

greeted everyone, ate some dinner, and then headed to the shower to wash off the day's 

collections of diesel fumes and layers of perspiration. We finally laid our heads down on air 

mattresses that we had left from previous trips, cranked up the fans and tried to get some 

much needed rest to be ready to start the next day with the project at hand - Electric pole 

installation, power lines strung and metal ceiling inside the Bible school.  

     We had 2 major highlights on this particular part of our trip in Golikro. One was to meet 

the Bible school students and hear of their joy and gratefulness for the provision of training 

and truth learning. There are currently 9 full-time students and 5 auditors (those who came 

late to register but can sit in on what is being taught and evaluate if they in fact can begin 

taking classes). On the night before we left all the students came to Jacques porch to meet 

with us and again express their gratitude, their vision for their future ministries and to tell 

us some personal testimonies of how God directed them to this school. One such student 

told of how for so long he was teaching wrongly, but now he's heard and seen truth!  We 

wept, we laughed, we sang and we prayed in thanksgiving for what God is doing in this 

small little village of Golikro that will reach far beyond its boundaries with the truth of the 

Gospel of Christ.  

     Our second highlight was that of distributing dresses (made by the women of Alpine 

Bible Church) to nearly 100 girls. Jacques had them all outside his porch lined up in an 

orderly fashion starting from youngest to oldest and as they awaited their dress, they just 

couldn't contain themselves to get out of line and smother me and the ladies trying to find 



the right size just for them. The chatter was at times deafening, but their smiles and bright 

eyes said it all.  There's really no way to tell you of the joy it brought to us as a team to be a 

part of God's blessing on these children.   *By the way - we did have shorts/shirts for the 

boys, but that piece of luggage did not arrive with us and it wasn't until the day we left that 

we received word of its arrival, so Jacques will make sure the boys are taken care of as well.   

  

     After our time in Ivory Coast was complete, we then flew into Liberia to spend the next 2 

weeks with 2 roofing projects. The first one was to help Pastor Jerome replace the tin 

roofing on his home and Awana office with all new material. The other was to assist SIM 

and replace the roofing on several small staff homes for the Liberians working with SIM in 

the ELWA compound. All of these roof jobs included tearing off the old salt-eaten metal, 

and replacing old purloins and roof joist, then installing all new aluminum roofing using 

stainless steel screws & bolts.  By the end of the next 10 days the guys had completed 5 SIM 

houses and Jerome's home & office. As we look back we stand in awe on what God 

accomplished through this team!!  

     Because of the many trips in and out of Liberia over the past several years and assisting 

other Missions organizations or National Pastors, we (SOM) have developed many, many 

friendships along the way. So on several different days we found ourselves being visited by 

local Pastors, former ABCU students and National church workers/teachers. We also had 

the blessing of meeting new partners in ministry as we would find out that their paths had 

crossed many of the same ones we had traveled. Our visits and time spent at ELWA was a 

time that God chose to encourage and affirm the ministry of Steppin Out Missions. Each 

visit brought a story of God's faithfulness, His goodness and His provision. In a land where 

hardships are the normal, the God of the universe chooses to extend mercy, grace and 

peace to His people who serve Him faithfully. We were humbled, honored and privileged to 

share in some small part of all this!! 

  

     Of course all that I report to you is not just about the team that took this trip. It's about 

YOU!!  You who faithfully stand with us through support and prayer. You are every bit as 

much a part of each and every mile we traveled as we were!            Thank you!         Thank 

you!    Thank you for allowing God to use you in sending us! 

  

     As we settle in our daily schedules and sort through the pile of mail, we are met with our 

next "steps" of opportunities for serving others. I have included a brief letter from John 



with a list of ways you can be involved. Contact John (330) 407-0860 or Joel (330) 407-0422 

right away of you would like to go on any of these Missions projects. The guys could really 

use some extra hands and feet:):).  

  

     Blessings to All of you, 

   

Shirley Corley 

Steppin Out Missions 

 


