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Dear Friends & Family, 
 

     What a beautiful promise from our God!  

Plans - we all make them, hoping they will make 

our lives more structured and less complicated. Yet 

when our plans are interrupted or we find 

ourselves having to make adjustments, we become 

frustrated, perhaps even fearful or angry. Yet, 

God's word promises that He knows the plans He 

has for each and every one of us, so why do we 

falter when our plans go awry? If we trust our Lord 

and exercise our faith, we will always see Him at 

work and His plans turn out to be so much better 

than we had hoped or thought:) 

 

     It was just that way this past year for us; There 

were some things we had 

planned,(Malawai/Phillipines), but ended up not 

doing; as well as things that came our way that we 

had never planned for (local widows & single 

Mom's assistance/Camp Barakel/WEC building 

consultation). When we step back and see what 

God  directed us to do, our hearts are filled with 

thanksgiving as we see His plans were so much 

better than what we could have asked or imagined.  

 

     Let me share a couple of other examples;  the 

addition of Josh & Jen Jump to the SOM staff. We 

weren't planning on adding any additional families 

into the fold, but God continued to place a call on 

the Jumps and in April we prayerfully agreed to 

partner with them in their journey of obedience 

and we extended an invitation for Josh to serve 

alongside us and to learn the ropes of this type of 

missions ministry. Next, we have the building of the 

SOM warehouse & shop here in Sugarcreek. We 

started the year with the plans for a simple building 

that would provide storage solutions for our tools 

& equipment, but little did we know that God's 

plans of provision would be this new beautiful 3-

bay warehouse that lacks nothing! We couldn't  
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have afforded to build such a wonderful building, 

but God knew that, and had placed it in the hearts 

of his children to not only meet our needs, but also 

equip the building to make it fully operational and 

the best part - It's debt free!!. Our plans were 

limited, but God's plans were mighty! How do we 

fully trust in God's plans? By walking in Faith. 

Trusting Him with every Step. Trusting Him with 

what might be around the corner, on the calendar 

for next month, or around the bend in the road you 

are traveling. Our God will lead you, sustain you 

and guide you through every storm, trial or 

blessing He has for you. Our desire (and we pray 

your desire too) is to serve Him each day in 

obedience and faith, seeking to find out where God 

is moving and working and to join Him. 

 

     With that being said, we now find ourselves 

making plans for 2016:). Plans that will include 

various trips and projects to many locations 

including Liberia (construction of the new Widow's 

& Orphan's Home), Ivory Coast (ceremony for Bible 

School attendees), Bolivia (water & electrical for 

Monte Blanco)and Guatemala (Casa Bernabe). 

Here in the states we have plans to assist several 

Christian Camps & ministries that focus on training 

and equipping others to share the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ and staying prepared to respond to Natural 

Disasters so that may help with the needs of those 

effected, showing them the Love and Hope of 

Christ.   

 

       So, these are our plans and we are fully aware 

that they may change (and probably will) one way 

or another. BUT, God knows the plans He has for 

us. It is in that truth that we anchor our Hope and 

our Joy in this crazy, chaotic world we live in. Not 

only does God know What is in store for us, but He 

also knows How He is going to provide for those 

plans and Whom He is going to use to accomplish 

His plans.  

 

      Now, let me ask you - As you look back over 

2015 and review the plans you made, did they turn 



out differently than what you had planned? What 

are your plans for 2016?  Perhaps God will call you 

to Step Out and Go on a short - term project this 

next year. What steps of faith will you take this 

next year? It may be to GO or it may be to SEND! 

Now would be a great time to partner financially 

with Steppin Out. All gifts are tax-deductible and go 

directly to the ministry. Whatever He may be doing 

in your life, we pray that you would boldly obey. 

For those that have already chosen to partner with 

us through your finances, prayers and projects we 

say Thank you. We're asked on a pretty regular 

basis "Who is Steppin Out Missions?" and our 

answer is always the same - YOU ARE!.  

 

     We might not know what tomorrow holds, but 

we are confident in WHO holds tomorrow and we 

can trust Him with ALL things (plans):).  

 

 

MMeerrrryy  CChhrriissttmmaass  from the SOM crew, 

 

 John & Shirley 
Joel & Megan 

Josh & Jen 
 
 

      


