
 
November 5, 2015 
 

Greetings Dear Ministry Partners, 
 
     I know it's been awhile since our last update and 
report, so I'll take just a few brief paragraphs to try 
and get you caught up. 
 
Here's a Re-Cap of the last couple months: 

• Our open house and building dedication 
service on Labor Day Sunday went 
extremely well. The testimonies, photos and 
projects & teams seemed to bring lots of 
smiles and laughter:). 

• The guys were at Camp Burton pouring 
concrete for additional sidewalks. 

• We were out at Skyview Ranch helping 
with some dry-wall work in one of the staff 
houses. Also, spent some time walking the 
grounds for assessment with future needs. 

• Continued work on the SOM building - heat 
installation/gas line work/electrical/ misc. 

• Car repair work for single Mom at Alpine 
Bible Church. 

• Moved Josh's family to Sugarcreek. 
• Equipment maintenance, repair and 

winterizing - Bob-cat / trailer haulers / 
equipment trailer / Diesel trucks. 

• Joel & family attended a Missions 
conference at Garden Chapel (Middletown, 
PA). 

• Josh & family presented SOM to a church in 
Rochester, OH. 

• John, Joel, Josh, Syl Yoder, Earl Yoder, Jason 
Corley and Rusty Walters all went to Camp 
Barakel for a week helping with 2 major 
projects and then attended the weekend 
Men's retreat. *Our son Jason produced a 
short movie of this and posted on Facebook 
(Shirley Corley or Steppin-Out Missions) if 
interested. It's amazing:):) 
 

     This week the guys have been checking off their 
list of finishing touches for the building and 
equipment prep, then they will head back to Camp 
Burton to install some additional heating  & 
lighting. They've also been meeting with the Alpine 
leadership on a future project of setting a Modular 
building on the back property for Sunday School 
classrooms. Our children's ministry has exploded 
here and we are out of room!! PTL. The next 

weekend (13th) we have a SOM board meeting. 
Please pray for wisdom & direction. 
 
     Joel is busy (and I mean busy) preparing for his 
Guatemala trips this month. He and Josh will be 
leading 2 teams (11/23 - 12/5) to Casa Bernabe to 
assist in their ministry with the children, help with 
needed building maintenance and to give the house 
parents a break over the Thanksgiving holiday. We 
have team members coming from 
MT/WY/MN/OH/PA/AZ. Wow!! What an 
incredible privilege to take God's people to serve 
God's people:):).  
 
     Then we have John, Joe Linden and Ed Drury 
making preparations to travel to Liberia as we take 
the next "Steps""Steps" in assisting Pastor Tom Diakpo 
with his ministry to the Widows & Orphans in the 
village of Karnplay. As you know, we have written 
about this at various times over the past several 
years and reported of Tom's faithful service to 
these very needy women and children in Liberia.  
Tom was attending ABCU when we first met him 
and the Pastor of a local congregation nearby 
where we heard him preach and teach. His love for 
the Lord and dedication were evident and we knew 
we wanted to get behind this man and be a part of 
his ministry wherever God would lead him. It was 
Tom's prayer that God would allow him to go back 
to his village and launch a ministry strictly for his 
people who were devastated from the 14 years of 
civil war. He and his wife Elizabeth would go 
home every chance they could (when not on a 
preaching assignment) and call together the people 
asking how they could help them. There were so 
many Widows and orphaned children that Tom 
knew right away this was where God wanted him 
to serve.  Thus he began TRM (True Religion 
Ministries) taken from the scripture James 1:27. 
There is a lot more details I could write about Tom 
and how God has directed him to this point, but I 
won't belabor the subject.  
 
     So, now we are at the next stage of moving 
forward with Pastor Tom. I've reported before of 
Tom's dream for a facility to house these Widows 
and Orphans so that they do not have to go back 
into the bush and be susceptible to harm, disease, 
lack of care, etc. Tom and Elizabeth not only care 
for their physical needs (food/shelter/medical 
attention), but they help educate them. In some 
cases they teach them to read and write. They use 
God's Word to teach character, truth, etc. Elizabeth 
is teaching some of the women how to sew. If you 



remember, SOM (through you) sent funds to buy a 
few sewing machines so this could aid them in 
sustaining themselves. Elizabeth is teaching baking 
as well. Everything is in place - what they need 
now is a building!! 
 
     As John and the guys go to Liberia they will 
scout out the property where the building will sit 
(this property is what SOM helped them to 
purchase 2 years ago). Lay out the foundation site, 
locate materials, meet with shop owners in 
Monrovia for supplies and equipment needs, team 
housing and so on. Right now, we are only looking 
to take a team back in the Spring of 2016 and build 
the first facility - the Widows home. There are 
plans for 2 smaller buildings that would house the 
Orphans (boys/girls) but for now this will be a 
great start and meet an immediate housing need.  
 
     I know many of you reading this message will 
remember this project and want to be a part of it. 
We would greatly appreciate your prayers as the 
guys get ready to go in early December. Pray for 
travel safety, pray for travel while in Liberia, pray 
that materials are available and cost is reasonable. 
Pray for Pastor Tom & Elizabeth as they minister 
daily to these dear women and children.  
 
     If you would like to help financially with this 
project, we would greatly appreciate that as well. 
The cost for the Widows building is estimated at 
$38,000. We do have some funds already 
committed which is why we believe God would 
have us go forward. We trust in His leading and 
His provision!!   
If you do choose to partner in this project, please 
mark on your contribution - Pastor Tom or TRM 
project. 
 
     Now, I have to close with this great news!! 
Jacques and the Golikro Bible School are doing 
wonderful. The animosity from the village has 
subsided. There are 9 students being trained in 
God's truth and Jacques reports that he is rejoicing 
in the many blessings from God's hand. The work 
continues to finish the Bible School, adding ceiling 
metal, windows and doors. I've included a few 
recent pics from Jacques to encourage and bless 
you:):).  
 
     Well, I think that gets you caught up. It's so 
exciting and humbling at the same time to walk in 
the "Steps""Steps" that our Lord directs. What a privilege 
to serve Him! What a privilege to KNOW Him and 

to be KNOWN by Him!!  I pray everyone reading 
this email can say those same words! Don't go one 
more moment rejecting His great Love, Mercy and 
Grace!! 
 
Serving Him together In His Steps, 
Shirley 
www.somissions.com  
 
 
 
 
	  


