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 Dear Partners in Ministry,  

     What a crazy world we live in! With our political process constantly failing around us, brother fighting 

brother in our streets it seems as if our World is out of control. But, our Hope is in the Lord, the maker 

of heaven and earth"! We dare not stand around and act surprised at any of these things taking place as 

our Lord warned us of all this in His Word. Let's just hang on to our hope we have in him and keep 

pressing forward in the calling to which He has called us! 

     We look with full anticipation as to what this next year will bring as God gives us opportunities to 

serve Him and be a part of what He is doing across the world. This past year was one of great blessings 

and answers to prayers. We started off 2014 with the arrival of our Ivory Coast Missionary Pastor - 

Jacques Ya Kouassi. He landed in Cleveland ,OH on Dec. 30th after being grounded in Chicago overnight 

due to snowy/blizzard weather. What a welcome to the USA, but he didn't 

mind a bit as he had heard about snow but had never seen it or known of its 

cold nature. On Jacques second day in Ohio John had him out in the driveway 

using the snow blower for a quick baptism in Ohio's winters:). After a few 

days of acclamation we were off and running to several states meeting with 

missions committees and Jacques preaching in many churches. It was a 

glorious time and one that we will cherish forever:) 

     In March we took a team of 13 to Jacques village of Golikro for a major project of drilling water 

wells and to build a Bible Training Center. We also sent part of the team to the City of Ferke to help do 

some roof repair on the Baptist Hospital. All of these projects went extremely well. There are now 6 

new wells in that area, a new building for training and teaching Pastors/Church leaders in the Basic 

doctrines of the Word of God and the Hospital continues to function very well. Jacques latest report 

from Golikro is that all the wells are providing good, clean water, the 

first group of men to take the Bible training will begin right after the 

first of the year and the church in Golikro is growing and doing fine. I 

might also add that Jacques father (Papa Ya) received Christ and was 

then baptized this past August. What a great blessing and answer to 

prayers of many, many years!  

     Our spring and summer was occupied with moving Joel and his family into a new home which meant 

adding on an addition for Megan's parents. They had made the move from Missouri to Ohio to be closer 

to the kids and to fill in the void when Joel is away on a Missions trip. What an incredible blessing this 

has been and what an answer to prayer for Joel & Meg. In August we were blessed with the incredible 

news of an answer to our prayers for a centrally located SOM building. Along with our local church 

(Alpine Bible Church) and one of our donors we were given a piece of property and the funding to build a 

warehouse/storage building that would include a small office for Steppin-Out. As most of you know, 



since SOM's inception we have stored our equipment trailers, Disaster Relief trailers, extra equipment,  

packing materials and so on in several different places which at times would make it inconvenient (to say 

the least) in preparing for a trip, so now having this new building just over the hill from our church and 

just a hop. skip and a jump from our home is just awesome! This is not only an incredible blessing but it's 

an answer to prayer that far surpassed what we had even thought about!! 

     Most of our fall and now into winter has been to monitor and correspond with our dear brothers and 

sisters who have been on the front lines in the fight against Ebola in West Africa - namely, Liberia. 

What a horrendous crisis!! Our hearts and prayers continue to go out for all those still dealing with this 

crisis, especially for the Pastors we love and support who are caring for their people. The reports we are 

getting now are of the many orphans that are a result of Ebola taking the life of their parents or 

guardians. We (SOM) have been asked to assist in the purchase of property for a small orphanage to be 

built. We have been asked to send funds to continue buying food supplies and chlorine wash. There is still 

a great need in Liberia and we will continue to help as God directs us. When the time comes and travel is 

opened back up, we plan to put a team together to go and help build a building to house Widows and 

Orphans for Pastor Tom's ministry in the Ghanta area. We will let you know as this progresses and how 

you can be a part of it.   

     As we look to 2015, we have no intention of slowing down!  In early January Joel will be leading a team 

to Costa Rica. We are looking at assisting a National church in the Philippines that was destroyed from 

the hurricane. Tim Ramsey (LATCOM) has asked for a team to assist with some major needs at Monte 

Blanco (Bolivia) this spring. Camp Barakel has called asking for a few guys to come and help with some 

plumbing issues and then we have several local projects for various church members in need.  Things are 

busy, but we go forward knowing where our Hope lies and knowing our God is faithful.  

     Our family is well:). All of our children and grandchildren live close by which is a wonderful blessing. 

John and I have a few more aches and stiff muscles than we did last year, but we have truly been 

blessed with good health. It is our joy and privilege to serve our Lord through Steppin-Out and to be 

your representative wherever He takes us and whatever He ask us to do! We sincerely thank you for 

your faithfulness to us. Our God has so blessed us with you as friends and partners in ministry. Some of 

you go back a long ways with us, others are as new as a few months 

but each one of you are an encouragement and an answer to prayer. 

To God be the Glory!! 

May you have a Merry Christmas and a 

Blessed New Year:) 

In His Steps, 

John & Shirley Corley 
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