
Dear Followers of Steppin Out Missions,                                                                                   Oct. 9 2019 

     For weeks now I've been thinking about what to report to you and praying for direction with my words. Why do I 
tell you that? Because I don't want our newsletters, reports, social media posts to be "empty words"! I believe we 
hear or read enough of that in our lives every-day. Instead, I want to write to you of things that will make your heart 
full of Joy! 

     Steppin Out Missions does not exist to "out minister" other ministries. God called us to a specific service and that 
is to Challenge, Mobilize and Equip believers to the Call of Missions Opportunities. We strive to stay in Step with 
where God is calling us, and what project He directs us to do. We don't always have the flashy headlines or thriller 
stories to tell. God chose to use a Disaster (Hurricane Katrina) back in 2005 to expand our volunteer base and to give 
us partnering churches and individuals that continue to sustain us financially. Who would have ever thought such 
great blessings coming out of a heart breaking disaster! Only God and His great Providence are the answer to that 
question. Since the inception of SOM back in 2003, it has been clear to us that God has given us several precious 
ministries that we are to be good stewards of. Ministries that at times need assistance and insight for growth. 

     So, let me report to you what God has brought to this ministry and what we have been privileged to be a part of 
over these past couple of months. I will also report on where we are headed next and the exciting news coming 
from the Ivory Coast with Pastor Jacques. 

     In September we had teams serving at Camp Burton with the project of remodeling the old dining hall.  There 
were windows & doors to tear out, ceilings to take down and a new a new heating 
system to install.  All of that and more were done to bring back new life to this dining 
hall that has fed thousands and thousands of campers over the years. As you see by 
this picture the transformation is stunning. Camp Burton has been faithful to open 
their doors to a world in need of the saving grace of Jesus Christ. What a joy to partner 
with such a ministry and what a blessing it was to expose some new volunteers to 
these types of opportunities.  
      
     Another awesome opportunity for SOM has been to assist with a new church plant near Cleveland, OH. This 
church staff was in  need for some input as to a building rental and what all would have to be done before they 
could occupy it. This process is still on-going, so pray for them as they seek God's wisdom and direction for their 
people. 
 
     Just recently we were contacted by Pastor Jerome Siakor (Monrovia, Liberia) with the need of some financial help 
for a medical (cataract surgery) need.  Pastor Jerome is someone whom we have visited and done building projects 
(roof replacements)for several years ago. He is a faithful servant of our Lord serving in over 500 Awana clubs 
throughout the country of Liberia. It was our Joy to be able to support him financially with this surgery! 
 
     Also recently, We've received word from Pastor Jacques in Ivory Coast that they are 
beginning their 18th new church plant. These are small villages throughout the Bocanda 
area where they have sent their Pastor to the Bible School in Golikro for training in the 
Word of God and now want to establish their own church.  Our very own Jacques and his 
brother Sebastien have been called by God to do this training. Teaching them the TRUE 
Word of God and not just what they have heard from others. This is Joy unexplainable and 
full of Glory to God!!  
      



     Now let me switch to what's on the horizon for SOM. Next week we are headed to Camp Barakel in Fairview, MI. I 
don't think I have to describe to you what happens at Camp Barakel or what their goals are, you should be well 
aware of that from previous newsletters, however I must tell you again of this unique project opportunity we have 
for them. We will be remodeling the large Chapel  on the east side. It's a huge undertaking as it will mean all new log 
timber on the vaulted ceilings, lighting, etc. This may not sound like a big deal, but consider the fact that the only 
way to do it right is to get twin lifts inside a building that has only single entry doors and is filled with pews for 
seating . When the Director of Barakel first called John to ask if he would take this project on, he was obviously 
honored , but also nervous as he knew that it meant some major destruction before the new could be started. It will 
be incredible to work each day in a room where God has called many souls to Himself and called out many saints to 
serve Him throughout the world.  We are grateful for the teams of men who have volunteered to go and for their 
expertise with this project and The added benefit of being there the first week is those men will be able to take in 
the Men's Retreat which is always a highlight.  
 
     Then we have a new Camp project that's in the works for SOM located in Dayton, TN. It's the Cumberland Springs 
Bible Camp. One of their board members attends our church here in Sugarcreek and  he mentioned that they are in 
need of a new cabin and would we consider going down and helping with this.  
 
      We've also been in constant contact with Brent MacDonald from Cottage Cove where they have now secured 2 
new properties for their ministry with the children of Urban Nashville. Some exciting projects are on the horizon and 
we will keep you informed of when volunteers are needed. 
 
     Finally as always we stand ready to answer the call for Disaster Response assistance. Our decision to partner with 
Samaritan’s Purse (North America Disaster Response) is one where they will contact us when work teams and heavy 
equipment are needed for tree and debris removal. It’s been our Joy to come alongside this ministry and serve our 
Lord together. 
     You see, that’s how it all works with SOM. No fanfare, No marketing ploy; just being available and seeking God for 
direction as to what He is doing and how we can join Him.  
 
     In closing, I want to remind us that although we live in a fallen, evil world we should have great Joy! Tragedies, 
crisis, political unrest, deaths and just plain sin are rampant. We as followers of Christ know that America will not be 
great again until our Lord returns and sets up His Kingdom here on earth. I know that makes for a great campaign 
slogan, but according to II Timothy chapter 3 verses 1-13 we are definitely in the last days. So, with that truth ever 
before us are we ready? Ready for His eminent return? Are we using our talents/gifts to serve Him? Are we sharing 
the Hope of Christ to a world without hope? Last week in our mid-week bible study we were looking at the parable 
of the Rich man and Lazarus.  What jumped out to me was that after death, neither man had another opportunity to 
change their situation. Both Lazarus and the Rich man would give an account of their lives. No more opportunities to 
go and serve. No more opportunities to go and tell.   I know for me I had to do some inventory in my life. I have 
passed up many opportunities for both serving and telling. If you are a believer in Christ we have been given the 
greatest of all gifts – God’s Grace! Let’s not squander that gift, let’s seek our Lord and ask Him to direct our Steps! 
His Word promises great Joy to those who seek Him!!  
 
     I pray this letter encourages you and causes you to seek ways of serving Him. Thank you for your continued 
partnership in ministry. It’s our Joy to represent you in everything we Do and everywhere we Go!! 
 
Serving Him Together In His Steps, 
 
John & Shirley      Joel & Megan       Joe & Tammy       Jacques & Julienne Ya     Sebastien & Kelly Ya 
 
Connect with through FB Our website: www.somissions.com or the old fashioned wayJ P.O. Box 532 Sugarcreek, 
OH 44681 


