
Dear Friends and Partners of Steppin Out Missions,                                                                       April 10, 2020

 
    Let me begin this email with a heartfelt inquiry on your well being? We pray you are encouraged, strong and
full of Hope, even as we face these uncertain days. We sure are learning a lot about how much we have taken
for granted in the way of relationships and our care and concern with the other members of the body of Christ
and the lost World. The scripture warns us repeatedly that we should not count our days as if we are guaranteed
tomorrow, but to count each day as precious and to make the most of every opportunity to share the Hope of the
Gospel.  Today as we find ourselves forced apart, the reality of lost opportunities takes on a whole new meaning
and you long for the day you can once again meet collectively, hug tightly someone dear, and most of all talk
face to face with someone who needs Jesus!

Do you suppose we'll remember this when we are back to "normal"?

 
   These thoughts raise other questions for me as well. What will I want to do first? What have I missed the
most? Shopping? Traveling? Eating at my favorite restaurant? Vacationing? Dinner with friends? Or will it be
the fellowship of going to Church? Joining in worship with other believers, our brothers & sisters in Christ?
 Perhaps now those times will be more precious than ever before. Perhaps we won't hesitate to commit to that
short term Missions trip, or join a work team to assist in a Disaster Relief project. We should be examining our
hearts during this time of isolation and asking God to show us what needs to change and then ask Him for the
grace & mercy to make such changes. What an opportunity to look at our lives and ask the question “What is of

Eternal purpose?” 
 
    Let me switch gears here now and report on Steppin Out. As far as the Ministry goes, everyone here and
Joel's family are well and doing fine. We spoke with Joe Linden 3 weeks ago after his return from Uganda and
he was self quarantining himself for precaution but doing OK.  Personally though, it's been a very tough and sad
time for our family as our son Jason and his wife Lindsay lost a child (5 months in the womb) just a week ago.
This sadness was only enhanced by the fact that Lindsay was very high risk for surgery, her blood count was
very low and the Dr's were concerned for her life as they attempted the C-section. Bathed in much prayer, the
surgery happened but not without consequence. Lindsay not only lost her child (girl) but also her ability to ever
bear another child. It's been difficult to understand, but we do not waver in our faith or trust in a loving Father
who knows ALL things!  Later that night, after processing this news, John said to me; “Shirley, this infant child
will never know sin”! “She now waits for her Mommy & Daddy safe in the arms of her loving Creator!! For all
those who were aware of this heartbreak, thank you for your prayers!! Thank you for your kind notes and
expressions of love. * I believe today (Apr.10) they will have a private gravesite ceremony, so continue to pray
for them.

 
    The physical ministry of SOM itself hasn't ceased, however it has slowed down quite a bit. At the very
beginning of this pandemic's effect on our society with the mandatory "stay in place" order, the guys were just
finishing up phase one of the Cottage Cove's Tusculum's property and John was doing some Tornado cleanup
for Samaritan's Purse there in the Nashville area.  Both of those things were completed and now we wait for
inspections (Cottage Cove) or for the call to action to help with any new Disaster/Storm damage. Of course
every project we have out of state will now have to wait for Government clearance before we are able to
proceed, but the truth is - we have not been idle:). We have assisted with a few local ministries maintaining our
social distancing rules. We've tried to keep in contact with our local church members and offer help if needed
and for the most part everyone is taken care of. We have taken a few guys to Camp Burton (Burton, OH) and
worked on a major water damage problem in one of the cabins. No need for concern. We know the rules and
will abide by those rules and protect our workers.

 
    Then besides that, We do have several major projects on our calendar once we are given the green light.
These projects are Cottage Cove's (TN) new locations, Camp Barakel (MI), Cumberland Springs Bible
Camp(TN) and Casa Bernabe (Guatemala).  While we wait for state borders to reopen, we do have a Major
building project (Roof & Siding) at Camp Burton here in Ohio. We watch with anxious eyes for  when we are
allowed to have more than just a few men come together. Just as soon as this ban is lifted we will most likely
start with this project. We are also busy preparing all our major equipment for deployment or for what projects
may  need a Bobcat or Excavator. We have  blueprints to look over, suppliers to contact for availability of
materials and then in some cases making visits to sites (where permitted) for consultation and preparation. I tell
you all this, because we are ready to go! We are not hunkered down in fear to what may happen. Our goal is to
be good stewards of what God has given us and to how He is leading us.



 
    Remember to keep our Ministries around the globe in prayer! We keep in touch with Jacques, checking in on
him and his family. They are all fine, but they have been asked to shut down the Bible School for now and
practice social distancing as best they can. Jacques is not reporting any cases of Covid-19 in Golikro, but with
travel and commerce the way it is in Ivory Coast, it’s only a matter of time. Pray for God’s hand of protection
over them because if the virus does invade their Village, they have no way of fighting it. There are no drugs,
ventilators, PPE’s in Golikro, and travel to a place where they could get help is nearly 2 hours away (at best) if
they have a vehicle.

 
    Let me close this letter with how I began, and that is we are full of Hope! Our God has been faithful to us! He
has been gracious and merciful as we continue to receive support from our churches and individuals. Especially
in a time when it would be so easy for them to pull back, protect what they have in the event things go awry. We
have not seen that here at SOM. Praise God!!

 
    Thank you for staying strong! Thank you for praying! Thank you for encouraging your Missionaries through
your faithfulness to our Lord.

 
 

"The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and sober of mind so that you may pray. Above all, love
each other deeply, because love covers a multitude of sins". I Peter 4:7-8

 
 
Shirley Corley
Steppin Out Missions
330-852-7855
www.somissions.com

 
 
 
 
   

 
 


