
Hello Ministry Partners, 

     I bring you greetings from Sugarcreek, OH AND from Golikro, Ivory Coast West 

Africa😊.  We trust all is well with you and our church families.   

  

     Let me start with what the guys have been busy with for the past couple of weeks. 

Besides getting equipment ready, they were out at Skyview Ranch to do some tree stump 

removal (leftover from the June storm) that they had to walk away from once Camp season 

began. It’s just too risky to have heavy machinery operating in your main driveway entry 

while campers are coming and going. SOM and SVR had agreed to wait til camp season was 

over, then return and work on all this clean up. Then this week, they are at Camp Burton 

(photos attached) for a few days to work on several major projects – tree trimming, 

culvert installation, electric pole and guide wire work, etc. Again, this project was put on 

hold until camp season had slowed down, not to affect campers and programming. It’s our 

privilege to assist these Camp ministries as they in turn minister the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ to campers, both young and old. Jon Casbolm (Director), reported to John that 

there were 43 first time professions of faith and hundreds more making decisions of 

commitment to the Lord. Then at Camp Burton the report is that close to 50 teens/pre-

teens had made first time professions of faith.  What a blessing!  Praise God!!   

  

     Next is the Kentucky project. As of now, John or Joel will not be returning to the 

Breathitt County, KY flood disaster. Why?, Because the guys cannot do these mud-

outs/assessments where the black mold is prevalent, and unfortunately that’s every home 

that’s on the project list for SP at this time. We’ve spoken with the project leaders and 

they agree that they do not want the guys risk getting sick again. John did let them know 

that they could come with equipment to remove debris (condemned mobile home/piles of 

home furnishings/etc.), but leadership said they had that covered for now. So, in the 

meantime they will concentrate on the camp projects and be prepared to respond to 

Hurricane/Tornado/Storms when those needs arise.  

     John receives a daily field report from the Breathitt County project, so let me share 

with you part of Monday’s report. This will let you know how you can be praying for those 

volunteering, the Chaplains who are counseling and for the precious lives of those affected 

by this disaster. It may be out of our local/national news cycles, but it’s still a daily reality 

to those living in this area of KY. 

  

From the field:  One of our teams began work on the home of a woman who had died there during 
the flood – one of the precious 39 people who lost their lives. Over a month later, what remains of the 
home was described by one of our volunteers as a nightmare: belongings and appliances piled 
haphazardly throughout the house, everything covered in inches of thick black mud. By now, the mold 
has spread throughout every surface. The woman’s daughter and son-in-law have been deeply 
grieving the loss of their mom, and the dismal house has been a constant reminder of the nightmarish 
way that she died. 



 Our team – overwhelmed but determined – started at the threshold and began to clear out the house 
one item and one scoopful of mud at a time. As they worked and spent time with the woman’s son-in-
law, he began to open up about his mother-in-law, sharing many stories and memories of her life. The 
team will likely be working at that home for many days, and we look forward to each and every 
opportunity the team members and chaplains will have to encourage, pray with, and minister to this 
woman’s grieving family. 
  
  

     Now let’s hear from Jacques😊. 

  
Hi dear Mom and Daddy John. 
There is no day that I don't think about you and that I don't thank the Lord for you and all those who 
support me here in Ivory Coast. Your love and prayers plus your support to us is such a blessing that I 
don't find the appropriate words to express my gratitude. 
Thanks so much. 
I just want to send you a couple of pictures of The Bible school going on at the South-West of the Ivory 
Coast ( Dakpadou). 
I have come back here since last Monday and I am going to be teaching for two weeks of time. 
Please, Pray that more guys join us for the truth to be heard by many and for the world of God to 
taught the right way around. I Praise God that one more guy has joined us this time and the number 
of the current students has increased to six. 
I do allow some ( free listeners ) to attend the courses so at least they can hear the truth being taught 
at the same time. 
Thank you very much for your faithful prayers. 
Many God bless everyone of you. 
  
At the mid time, I have been preparing for bricks out of the branch of mud that I have around my 
house In order to be ready to build a little good house for Julienne and I. 
This year we have been blessed with rain but we have been struggling with our house leaking always 
and flooding out sometimes. 
We have been also trying to get some wood out of our chain saw to be ready for the roof. 
I wish you guys come around with a team to help us?? 
  
  

       I’ve attached some photos that he sent. In the group picture, standing L-R is 

Sebastien, Julienne, Jacques, Jacques sister, Kelly (Sebastien’s wife), Samuel’s wife 

(Jacques DIL, holding their grandchild. Kneeling in front is Jacques BIL along with a young 

girl they take care of. 

  

     John and I could not be more grateful and thankful to God for this man and his 

faithfulness to our Lord!!  I’ve said this before, but I’ll say it again – He is todays Apostle 

Paul; in that he is going to his students, their churches to continue teaching them in the 

truth of God’s Word. He is faithfully teaching and training, and while he is away; Julienne 

continues to carry on daily morning (4;30am) Bible Studies with those who come to their 

porch that Jacques had started some 5 years ago!!   

     I close with thanking you for your continued love and support. Thank you for staying 

faithful to our Lord.  
  



Psalm 146: 8-10 “The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. The Lord lifts up 

those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous. The Lord watches over the sojourners; he upholds 

the widow and the fatherless, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. The Lord will reign forever, your 

God, O Zion, to all generations.  Praise the Lord!” 
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